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A comprehensive assessment of Lesotho’s 
policy framework was completed by a team 
of external experts in 2021, culminating in a 
series of key recommendations for legal and 
policy harmonisation in support of ICM. This 
will form the basis for the programmes policy 
harmonisation work going forward. 

The recommendations include a revision of the 
Water Act (Act 15 of 2008) to institutionalise 
the ICM approach; harmonisation of key 
legal instruments for the implementation of 
ICM - such as the Environment Act (Act 10 of 
2008) and the 2010 Land Act (Act 8 of 2010); 
enactment of regulations and guidelines to 
operationalise ICM; and capacity building 
for local government institutions, including 
specifi c processes to develop by-laws and 
enhance the fi nancial management capacities 
of Local Councils.



A transboundary learning journey led by the ORASECOM 
Secretariat brought together more than 40 stakeholders 
from private sector, government and civil society institutions 
in Lesotho and South Africa.

Participants learnt about the geophysical environment of 
the Orange-Senqu river and the risks threatening the basin. 
To facilitate a dialogue on their roles as “stewards” of the 
basin, they engaged with several case studies of stewardship 
approaches to inspire collective action.

In preparation for the event series, a study on the social 
and economic value of water was commissioned to 
provide quantifi able indication on the risks for regional 
water security of inaction against the ongoing catchment 
degradation in Lesotho. 

The event series led to an improved understanding of the 
interdependencies between South Africa and Lesotho. It 
mapped out the potential to engage jointly in the ReNOKA 
movement, and provided an opportunity to discuss options 
for a fi nancing mechanism towards regional water security. 
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In November 2021, ReNOKA stakeholders 
came together in 11 workshops across the 
country to coordinate their activities for the 
restoration of land and water in Lesotho’s 
catchments. The result is the ReNOKA 
Operational Plan 2022.

The ReNOKA Operational Plan 2022 provides, 
for the fi rst time, a comprehensive mapping 
of activities of government departments, 
civil society organisations, the private sector, 
regional institutions and international 
partners to advance climate resilience and 
the restoration of land, water and livelihoods 
in Lesotho’s catchment areas.

Stakeholders worked together across 
institutional lines to ensure they use their 
resources eff ectively, reduce overlaps and 
redundancies, and make an impact for all 
Basotho and for the entire Orange-Senqu 
River Basin. 
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Technical team in the fi eld collecting data in a degraded 
wetland
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ReNOKA is a national programme and citizen movement for the restoration of land and water in Lesotho and the 
Orange-Senqu basin. Support for ReNOKA is provided through a partnership between the Government of Lesotho, 

the European Union (EU) Delegation to the Kingdom of Lesotho and the German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ). The EU and BMZ contributions are implemented through a technical assistance 
project “Support to Integrated Catchment Management in Lesotho” by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH. 
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